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CHAPTER VIII.

THE JANGADA.

THE half-mile square of forest was cleared. With the car-
penters remained the task of arranging in the form of a
raft the many venerable trees which were lying on the strand,

And an easy task it was! Under the direction of Joara
Garral the Indians displayed their incomparable ingenuity.
In everything connected with house-building or ship-build-
ing these natives are, it must be admitted, astonishing
workmen. They have only an axe and a saw, and they
work on woods so hard that the edge of their tools gets
absolutely jagged; yet they square up trunks, shape beams
out of enormous stems, and get out of them joists and
planking without the aid of any machinery whatever, and,
endowed with prodigious natural ability, do all these things
easily with their skilled and patient hands,

The trees had not been launched into the Amazon to
begin with ; Joam Garral was accustomed to proceed in a
different way. The whole mass of trunks was symmetri-